Why not

Educated and tech-savvy, could
alternative energy and sustainab

By Anna Claire Vollers
he aming is finally right for alternative encrgy and sus-
tainability. U.S. government funding for clean, renewable
energy research and development is flowing like never
before, green jobs natonally are growing at double the rate of all
jobs, and the current playing field is wide open for anyone - and
any aty - to jump in and ke a leadership role.

Why not Huntsville?

Afeer all, the city has been here before. On March 12, 1978,
renowned rocket scientist Dr. Wernher von Braun stood before a
group of politicians and academics in a room at the U.S. Senate
building in Washington, D.C,, to give a speech on the future of
solar power.

America had just been through an oil crisis, and interest in
renewable energy was high. His space achievements by then high-
ly lauded, von Braun’s health was failing - he died the following
year from cancer - but he felt strongly enough about solar energy
and the role Huntsville could play in its development that he gave
a five-page speech thar included a plea for a proposed Solar
Energy Research Institute in Huntsville.

Von Braun concluded his speech by saying, “All I can say is,
Huntsville helped give you the moon and I do not see why
Huntsville cannot also give you the sun.”

“We were way ahead of the curve 30 years apo in Huntsville,”
says David Christensen, who was sitting in the room when von
Braun spoke. He'd joined the von Braun team in 1956, kicking
off more than a halfcentury of work in the acrospace and ener-
gy belds.

Christensen began working for the University of Alabama in
Huntsville in the carly 1970s, first with a pilot environmental
program and later in energy rescarch.

*It started really building up when the Department of Energy
and MASA got heavily involved,” he says. By 1980, through a
DOE contract between UAH, WASA and [BM, “we were man-
aging solar buildings all over the country, and monitoring them.
Huntsville was a nerve center for every solar building in

Amenica.”
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also has a key strength in the concurrent rise of a h.ighi‘y educat-

ed, technology-oriented workforce needed for those industrics.
“As a community, we have the most engineers and the most

degreed professionals per capita than anywhere else in the United

States, That makes us a thinking community,” says Mayor

























